Editing Using ‘vi’

This is intended as a quick reference guide for using the ‘vi’ text editor.  Standard operations are listed below and are grouped according to function.  For more detailed information on the ‘vi’ text editor, please refer to the relevant documentation.

Running vi

	Command
	Operation

	vi
	start the vi editor

	vi  <file>
	edit file

	view
	run vi in read-only mode

	vi  -r  <file>
	recover file after system crash

	vi  <file1>  <file2>
	edit file1 followed by file2 (using :n to get to the next file)


File Commands

	Command
	Operation

	ZZ
	save and quit

	:wq
	save and quit

	:w
	write file

	:w!
	Overwrite file

	:q
	quit if file already saved

	:q!
	quit and discard edits

	:r  <file>
	read a file into the current file

	:e  <new_file>
	load new_file

	:e!  <new_file>
	load new_file and discard changes

	Ctrl  SHIFT  ~
	switch to other file

	:file  <filename>
	change the current filename (:w  to save it)


Text Entry

	Command
	Operation

	i
	insert text before cursor

	I
	insert text before first character on line

	a
	append text after cursor

	A
	append text at end of line

	cc
	change current line (i.e. delete then insert)

	dd
	delete current line (5dd deletes 5 lines)

	x
	delete character at cursor (5x deletes 5 characters)

	X
	delete character preceding cursor position

	o
	open new line after current line

	O
	open new line before current line

	D
	delete to end of line

	d0  or  d|
	delete up to cursor position

	dG
	delete to end of file

	dw
	delete word

	cw
	change word

	r
	replace character

	R
	overwrite text (Esc to stop)

	s
	substitute single character with new text

	xp
	swap characters

	ddp
	swap cursor line and next line

	dWWP
	swap word and next word

	>>
	indent text

	<<
	remove text indent

	4>>
	indent 4 lines of text

	4<<
	remove text indent for 4 lines

	~
	change case of text


Searching/Replacing

	Command
	Operation

	/text
	search forward for  text

	n
	repeat the search

	:%s/old/new
	global search and replace (% specifies global)


Moving About

	Command
	Operation

	h
	move left

	j
	move down

	k
	move up

	l
	move right

	^f
	forward one page

	^b
	backward one page

	^y
	scroll back one line

	^e
	scroll forward one line

	$
	move to last non-blank character in line

	^
	move to first non-blank character in line

	n|
	move cursor to nth column

	0  or  |
	move to first character in current line

	G
	move to first visible character in last line of file

	1G
	move to first visible character in first line of file

	z (return)
	move line to top of screen

	z.
	move line to middle of screen

	z-
	move line to bottom of screen

	:5
	move to line 5


Other Useful Commands

	Command
	Operation

	u
	undo last change

	U
	restore current line to original condition before change

	^g  or  :f
	file/position information

	yy
	yank current line to unnamed buffer

	y  n  <down>
	yanks the current line and the next n lines into the unnamed buffer

	p
	place text from unnamed buffer

	^l
	refresh screen

	:!<command>
	execute a UNIX command

	:sh
	access Bourne shell

	:!csh
	access other shells


